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10 11

Don’t forget  
the plants.

I won’t.

In this heat, the ones 
on the balcony need 
watering every day.

Every day. 
Got it.



12 13

Will you come to 
wave goodbye?

If you  
want me to.

I want  
you to.

Then I will.

come Give  
me a hug.



14 15

That wasn’t  
a hug.

Whenever we hug, I feel  
my mum’s shoulder blades  

and I think how that’s all we 
really are: a collection  
of bones, a skeleton. 

I hug my mum and  
I think how one day  
we’re going to die:  
me, her, everyone.



16 17

Don’t walk 
around on the 

balcony without 
a t-shirt on.

I’ve got a 
t-shirt on. 

Are you coming 
to wave me off?

don’t leave  
your phone  
on silent.

My mum always looks at me as if she’s expecting something  
and I don’t know what. I never know what it is.

ok.

yes.

The rest of 
the time...

Alright.

Call me whenever 
you need.

don’t forget  
the plants.

i won’t.

bye then.

I know.

see  
you.

Have fun.

Your aunty will 
come round on 

Saturday.

People are always 
expecting something and I 
can’t say what. It’s been 
like that for 18 years.



18 19

Dad hasn’t spoken to me for two weeks. Or maybe it’s me who hasn’t spoken  
to him. I can’t even remember. I think he started it. I’ve never known anyone  

as grumpy as my dad. Maybe I’m like that too.

It’s been a shitty year. Ruben died. I failed Maths.  
I had an operation on my knee. 



20 21

Time apart?

And Susana asked for some time apart.

A break  
from what?

A break  
from us.

What for?

For you to 
work out what 

you want.

I know what  
I want.

Yeah, a break.

But that’s not true.  
I don’t know what I want. 
I never know what I want.

I don’t want  
a break from us.

Susana’s also expecting 
something that I can’t  
quite work out what.

I want a break  
from everything.



22 23

So here we are.

Me and my skeleton  
in an empty house.

This was what you 
wanted, wasn’t it?

It was.

without ideas.
without thoughts.

it is.



24 25




